
GENESIS 

In the beginning 

Primates are mammals and our ancestors. 

They live in tropical or subtropical regions of the 

Americas, Africa and Asia. 

According to fossil evidence, the primitive ancestors 

of primates may have existed from around 65 million 

years ago. 

 

Monkeys evolved 23 million years ago, and then the 

Australopithecines (Southern apes) appeared 4.5 

million years ago. 

 Ardipithecus came first, who is considered the ancestor 

of all the Australopithecines.  

Both australopithecines and humans are 

biologically similar enough to be classified as 

members of the same biological tribe--

the Hominini, who appeared 5million years ago 

    
        (Man)    (Chimps)                (Orangutans)   (Gibbons) 

The australopithecines were intermediate between apes and people.  We share in common 

not only the fact that we evolved from the same ape ancestors in Africa, but that both genera 

are habitually bipedal or two-footed, upright walkers.  By comparison, chimpanzees, 

bonobos, and gorillas are primarily quadrupedal, or four-footed.  

Importently, these animals inhabited all tropical and sub-tropical regions 

And 

They evolved into Man, only in Africa. 

We know all the various species of baboons we find in Africa today, so 

consider that several species of australopithecines would also have co-

existed here.  

The fossil record is sparse, but the picture is filling out. Everybody 

knows "Lucy” (Remember the beetles’ song- “Lucy in the sky with 

diamonds”—LSD?) 



This famous partial skeleton of Australopithecus afarensis, dated to 3.2 million years ago, 

has stood as the most likely immediate ancestor of our own genus—Homo. 

She lived in the Afar region of Ethiopia. 

NOW, paleoanthropologist, Professor 
Lee Berger, of the University of the 

Witwatersrand, and a team of 

collaborators have evidence of 1.98-

million-year-old hominin, from partial 
skeletons of an adult female and a 

juvenile male, along with an isolated 

tibia, was discovered at the South 

African cave site of Malapa. 

They named the fossils: Australopithecus sediba. 

("sediba" meaning "natural spring" or "well" in Sotho) 

A.sediba was found north-west of Johannesburg, in The World Heritage site 

called “The cradle of humankind”.  

                          Modern Man, sidiba, Chimp. 
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This site currently comprises 47,000 hectares (180 sq mi); it contains a complex of Limestone caves, 
where the 2.3-million year-old fossil A. africanus (nicknamed "Mrs Ples") was found in 1947 by 

Dr. Robert Bloom and John Robinson. The find helped corroborate the 1924 discovery of the 

juvenile A. africanus skull, "Taung Child", by Raymond Dart.  

The name Cradle of Humankind reflects the fact that the site has produced a large number, as well as 

some of the oldest, homonin fossils ever found, some dating back as far as 3.5 million years ago. 
Sterkfontein alone has produced more than a third of early hominid fossils ever found. 

A. sediba is smaller than our species, Homo sapiens, and it has a relatively smaller brain. The adult 

female wasn’t much taller than a meter, and she probably weighed around 32 Kg. The young male’s 

brain was 450 cubic centimeters or smaller, compared to a human brain that could reach around 1,600 
cubic centimeters. 

She is close to the more recent (1.3 million years old) Nariokotome Homo erectus skeleton – to date, 

the most complete early human skeleton discovered in Northern Kenya. 

Since then, an international team of scientists has been hard at work to figure out where the species fit 
on the family tree. 

http://www.livescience.com/6313-fossil-skeletons-human-ancestor.html


Thus, it seems as if the beings we call southern apes must have populated the whole of South and East 

Africa at least. The wetter western regions of Africa are not conducive to fossilization, but similar apes 

may well have roamed there. 

Also, more intensive excavations in the Sahel regions of sub-Saharan Africa may well bear fruit.  

Indeed, Sahelanthropus tchadensis lived there between 7 and 6 million years ago. 

 

So southern Africa may be the place to seek insights into our origins. 

 

Will DNA extraction and Genetic typing techniques evolve to the point where we can find 

mitochoncrial DNA in these fossils? 

 

Will it transpire that The ‘Mitochondrial Eve’ 

First appeared near Johannesburg? 

And evolved into Homo habilis (so far, found only in east-central Africa), 

and H. erectus, (who spread as far as England, Georgia, India, China and Java) 

and H Sapiens, who left Africa to: 

 

 

 

Populate the world  
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