
THE DEVIL'S TRIANGLE 

 
Bermuda was once known as 'The Devil's Isle', now 
there is a 'Devil's Triangle' 
 
Once upon a time….. as Atlantis sank beneath the waves 
in the West Atlantic, the Devil scrambled ashore onto 
the last island, and surveyed his diminished Kingdom. 
 
He feared and envied the continent to his West and 
vowed to wreak revenge. 
 
So he gobbled up all who entered the space he decreed 
to be his own. 

 

 
The Ellen Austin was his first victim in 1818. She came across a derelict ship, placed on board a prize 
crew. The derelict disappeared. Lloyd's of London did not list any casualties at that time. Supposedly, 
a large number of men who were placed on board a derelict had also disappeared. 
 
USS Cyclops went next resulting in the largest loss of life in the history of the US Navy not related to 
combat. She went missing without a trace and a crew of 309 sometime in March, 1918, after departing 
the island of Barbados in the Lesser Antilles.  

Unbelievers explained away the incident as due to over loading with heavy cargo, causing structural 
failure. 
 
A five-masted schooner built in 1919, the Carroll A. 
Deering was found hard aground and abandoned at Diamond 
Shoals, near Cape Hatteras North Carolina on January 31, 

1921 
 
This was during 'Prohibition' and it was 
thought that she this due to the illegal 
rum-running trade.  
SS Hewitt, disappeared at roughly the 
same time. Was she involved? 
 

The Devil knew better.  
 
 

 
Flight 19 was a training flight of five TBM Avenger torpedo bombers that 
disappeared on December 5, 1945; their flight plan was scheduled to take 
them due east from Fort Lauderdale for 141 miles. They never returned.  
 
One of the search and rescue aircraft deployed to look for them also 
disappeared. 
 
Storm? Navigational error? Explosion? ---- Grist to the Devil's maw! 

 
G-AHNP, Star Tiger disappeared in 1948 on a flight from the Azores 
to Bermuda. The G-AGRE, Star Ariel disappeared in 1949, on a flight 
from Bermuda to Kingston, Jamaica.  
Both were Avro todor IV passenger aircraft. Both planes were operating 
at the very limits of their range.  
 
The devil knows why.  
 
 

On December 28, 1948, a Douglas DC-3  (Dakota) aircraft 

disappeared while on a flight from San Juan, Puerto Rico, to 

Miami. No trace of the aircraft or the 32 people on board was ever 
found.    
  He struck again 



In 1963, a pair of US Air Force Boeing KC-135 Stratotankers collided 

and crashed into the Atlantic, but there were two distinct crash sites, 
separated by over 260 km of water. However, was the second crash site 
merely a mass of seaweed and driftwood tangled in an old buoy as the 
Air Force investigation report stated? 
 
He's hiding something! 
 

 
The pleasure yacht, Connemara IV, was found adrift in the Atlantic 
south of Bermuda in 1955, while Hurricane Ione was passing.  
 
Did the devil snatch them? 
 
 

 
 

There are dozens of recorded incidents 
With dozens of explanations 

Some natural and many supernatural. 
 

It is not called the devil's Triangle for nothing. 
 

 
 
Lawrence David Kusche is an American author and pilot. He had been a commercial pilot, flight 
instructor, instrument-rated pilot, instrument instructor, and librarian by the time he wrote: 

"The Bermuda Triangle Mystery - Solved"). 
 
He was a research librarian at Arizona State University. He argued that many claims were often 
exaggerated, dubious, or unverifiable.  
 
Kusche's research revealed a number of inaccuracies and inconsistencies between various accounts and 
statements from eyewitnesses, participants, and others involved in the initial incidents.  
 
He noted cases where pertinent information went unreported, such as the disappearance of round-the-
world yachtsman Donald Crowhurst which was presented as a mystery, despite clear evidence, found 

after his disappearance, that this attempt ended in insanity and suicide. 
 

Another example was the ore-carrier recounted as lost without trace three days out of an Atlantic port 
when it had been lost three days out of a port with the same name in the Pacific Ocean.  
 
Kusche also argued that a large percentage of the incidents that sparked allegations of the Triangle's 
mysterious influence actually occurred well outside it.  

 
Often his research was simple: he would review period newspapers of the dates of reported incidents and 
find reports on possibly relevant events, like unusual weather, that were never mentioned in the 
disappearance stories. 
 
Kusche concluded that the number of ships and aircraft reported missing in the area was not significantly 
greater, proportionally speaking, than in any other part of the ocean. 
In an area frequented by tropical storms, the number of disappearances that did occur was, neither 

disproportionate, unlikely, nor mysterious. 
 
Furthermore, other writers would often fail to mention such storms or even represent the disappearance 
as having happened in calm conditions when meteorological records clearly contradict this. 
 
The numbers themselves had been exaggerated by sloppy research. A boat's disappearance, for example, 
would be reported, but its eventual (if belated) return to port was not. 
 
Some disappearances had, in fact, never happened. One plane crash was said to have taken place in 
1937 off Dayona Beach, Florida, in front of hundreds of witnesses; a check of the local papers revealed 
nothing. 



The legend of the Bermuda Triangle is a manufactured mystery, perpetuated by writers who either 

purposely or unknowingly made use of misconceptions, faulty reasoning, and sensationalism.  
 
David Kusche further pointed out a common problem with many of the Bermuda Triangle stories and 
theories:  
 
"Say I claim that a parrot has been kidnapped to teach aliens human language and I challenge you to 
prove that is not true. You can even use Einstein's Theory of Relativity if you like. There is simply no way 
to prove such a claim untrue. The burden of proof should be on the people who make these statements, 
to show where they got their information from, to see if their conclusions and interpretations are valid, 
and if they have left anything out."  
 
It is easy to formulate a theory to explain a phenomenon, but difficult to prove and impossible to 
disprove. 
 

Mysteries and the paranormal are very popular and profitable. This has led to the production of vast 
amounts of material on topics such as the Bermuda Triangle, and other issues, such as UFO's 
 
The United States Coast Guard records confirm his conclusions. In fact, the number of supposed 

disappearances is relatively insignificant considering the number of ships 
and aircraft that pass through on a regular basis. 
  
They collect and publish, through their inquiries, much documentation 

contradicting many of the incidents written about by the Triangle authors.  
 
In one such incident involving the 1972 explosion and sinking of the 
tanker SS V.A Fogg, the Coast Guard photographed the wreck and 
recovered several bodies, in contrast with one Triangle author's claim that 
all the bodies had vanished, with the exception of the captain, who was 
found sitting in his cabin at his desk, clutching a coffee cup. 
 
In addition, V. A. Fogg sank off the coast of Texas, nowhere near the 
commonly accepted boundaries of the Triangle. 

 
Nova is a United States popular science television series. It is broadcast on a Public Broadcasting 
service in the U.S., and in more than 100 other countries. The series has won many major television 
awards.  
 

The Horizon episode The Case of the Bermuda Triangle, aired on June 27, 1976, was highly critical, 
stating that: "When we've gone back to the original sources or the people involved, the mystery 
evaporates. Science does not have to answer questions about the Triangle because those questions are 
not valid in the first place ... Ships and planes behave in the Triangle the same way they behave 
everywhere else in the world."  
 
The area is one of the most heavily travelled shipping lanes in the world, with ships crossing through it 
daily for ports in the Americas, Europe, and the Caribbean Islands. Cruise ships are also plentiful, and 
pleasure craft regularly go back and forth between Florida and the islands. It is also a heavily flown route 
for commercial and private aircraft heading towards Florida, the Caribbean, and South America from 
points north. 
 
Lloyd's of London has determined that large numbers of ships had not sunk there, and does not charge 
higher rates for passing through this area.  
 
There is no evidence that mysterious disappearances occur with any greater frequency in the Bermuda 
Triangle than in any other large, well-travelled area of the ocean.  
 

Eat your non-existent heart out, Devil 
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